{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f2\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f3\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f4\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f5\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f6\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f7\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 more energetically roused the people when the enemy was to be resisted with intellectual weapons than the two groping specula\-tive Germans, Fichte and Schleiermacher ? The a priori method,' I went on, 'is often used in the act of combating it, and the grand life of action which your Excellency has led cannot have left you much time to trouble yourself about our gropingsj but it seems to me positively unpractical to overlook a disposition of mind, which, as you admit and regret, is a material element in the nation.' I was almost -shocked at my own somewhat downright frankness of expression; Stein chafed and looked angry, but at the same time laughed loudly. 'Well!' he said, 'after all I am an unpractical groper, for I lose myself in useless gropings about groping.' But I thought I had gained in his estimation by the very freedom with which I had expressed myself.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Other schoolmen besides Steffens were tempted at that crisis to strive in an unwonted manner to 'grasp the present.' Stein was besieged by the pro\-jectors of wild schemes for applying science to the conduct of the war, and Arndt was witness to his indignation when a certain Professor Hauff laid be\-fore him a mass of papers and drawings to show how the enemy's artillery might be frustrated by a great magnetic battery which should move in front of the army and attract the cannon balls !}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 While Stein was at Dresden Goethe passed through on his way to the baths of Carlsbad. It was during this visit and at the house of Kb'rner, Schiller's friend and the father of the Tyrtaeus of the War of Liberation, that he was. heard to exclaim, ' Oh, my good friends! you may shake your chains, but you will not free yourselves from them ; the man is too}\par }